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POLITICAL. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 24th September praises r 
General Roberts in no measured terms 1 
for his glorious march from Kabul to 

Kandahar, and remarks that his illness is a source of great 

anxiety to the Government and the oountry, because his ser- 

vices are still much needed in Kandahar. It is not obvious 

what policy the Government intends to pursue in regard to 

Kandahar in future. We are afraid that the Government 

will ultimately abandon it. If it is to be abandoned, why 

should it not be abandoned at once, in order that we may be 

saved a great deal of trouble and expense. We are strongly 

opposed to its abandonment. It is not wise that we should 
first conquer a country at a great cost and then give it gratis 
toany man. The annexation of Kandahar recommends itself 

on several grounds. First, trade would be encouraged. 

Secondly, the Afghans would not have the courage to raise 

their heads, They would feel that if they rebelled, the Bri- 

tish troops would be able to invade Afghanistan both from 
the east and the south. Thirdly, if Kandahar were annexed, 
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it would be considered a recompense for our enormous losses, 


otherwise the war will be looked upon as perfectly useless. 


The Ahsan-ul-Akhbdér of the 16th September (received 
Turkey and the Musal- on the 28th idem) states that some 
mans of India. time ago a telegram was received 
from London to the effect that some seditious papers had 
been sent from Constantinople’ to India. We were very 


anxious to know what those papers were. We have lately been 
convinced that these so-called seditious papers were no other 


than the Nl. i-Islam, which declared that the Sultan of Tur- 
key was the Caliph of the Muhammadan world. The whole 
Native Press has already refuted the statement of the Pek-i- 
Islam and proved that the Caliphate was over, and no one can 
now be considered a Caliph. However, it should be observed 
that although the Sultan of Turkey is not a Caliph, the Indian 
Musalmans have great sympathy with him, as we have 
repeatedly pointed out. They cannot but be grieved to see 
Turkey, or rather any Muhammadan state, ruined. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 28th September states 


that it appears from the Aljawarb of 
The same. Constantinople that the Sultan of 


Turkey has lately bestowed third class 


Mejidi medals upon Shekh Muhammad Roge and Shekh Abdul 
Rahman, and fourth class medals upon Haji Karim Muhammad, 
Abdul Husain Shirazi and Maulvi Hidayat-ulla of Bombay, 
It is well known that powers which are on friendly. terms 
with each other can bestow honours and titles upon each 


other’s subjects. The question is, what is the best way in 8 
which this should be done in accordance with the recog nised 


principles of international law ? In our opinion the best way 
would be that when one Government wishes to bestow any 


medals upon the subj ects of another Government, it should a 
make them over to the representative of the latter at. its 5 
capital ; he should send them to his own Government, and. it 8 


should send them to the Persons for whom ao are intended 
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through the proper channel. But there is reason to think 
that the course which is generally followed at présent is 
that a Government sends medals to its own Consul at the 


country in which the persons for whom they are intended live, 
and he makes them over to them without even obtaining permis- 


sion from the Government whose subjects they are. This is a 
very objectionable oourse. If it is in vogue, it should be stopped. 
When any foreign power bestows a medal upon a native, at all 
events the Consul of that power in India should obtain permission 
from the Government of India before making it over to him. 
If the Consul does not ask permission, he himself should obtain 
it before accepting the medal. 


The Aljawdib states, on the authority of the Wakt, that the 


Jaridi-La-Turkey contradicts the rumour spread by the Daily | 


News that some seditious papers have been sent to India from 
Constantinople. The Aljawdib also states that a telegram, 


received from India, has been published in a European paper 


to the effect that some Musalmans, who had seditious papers 
with them, have lately been arrested in India. We have not 
seen nor heard of any of the seditious papers which are said to 
have been received from Constantinople, nor have we heard of 
any Musalmans having been arrested. It is difficult to realize 
how these rumours originated. We have not seen the Pek-t- 


Islam which has been started at Constantinople. The Musal- 
mans of India enjoy every ease and comfort and full religious 


liberty. Moreover, they are well acquainted with the power 
of England. Under these circumstances, it is simply impos- 
sible that they should ever dream of nn against the 


Government. 


The Naiar-i- Azam of the 20th W publishes a com- 
municated artiole on the Afghan war. 
The writer states that it is not surpris- 
ing that, although the British troops have been in Afghanistan 
for a long time, the Afghans have not yet given up their 
opposition. The fact of the matter is that they are a barba- 
rous and lawless people, and no amount of severity can have 
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any effect upon them. The Government declared war against 
the late Amir Sher Ali because he admitted a Russian 
mission into his capital. But this was no good cause for 
war. No man can interfere in the affairs of his neigh- 
bour until he receives some injury. Sher Ali did not 
allow the Russians to establish a military cantonment in 
Afghanistan. He only a welcomed a _ Russian mission. 
This did not warrant us in the declaration of war against 
him. Moreover, it should be observed that the way to pre- 


vent Russian intrigues is not by making the Afghans our 


enemies. They are as it were the porters of the gates of 


India, and we should make them our friends and not our 


enemies. It will be remembered that the late Lord Lawrence 
protested against the war. If his advice had been adopted, 
the immense loss of men and money which the war has involv- 
ed would have been avoided. The country has suffered much 


from the war, It has swallowed up the famine insurance fund, 


which has displeased the people. High prices have been pre- 
vailing in the country owing to the transport of large quanti- 
ties of grain to the frontier. Now that Abdul Rahman Khan 
has been appointed Amir of Kabul and Ayub Khan has been 
defeated and driven away from Kandahar, the Government 
should puta stop to the war and withdraw all its troops to India. 


The Mirat-ul-Hind for September denounces the Afghan 
war, and urges that the Government 
should make over Kandahar to Abdul 
Rahman and withdraw the British troops to India. It is 
surprising that our English contemporaries recommend the 
annexation of Kandahar. It is a matter of satisfaction that 


Lord Hartington appears to be opposed to its annexation. 
India could ill afford to bear the cost of administration and of 


The war. 


the army which would have to be kept there in the event of 


annexation. If the enormous sum of 24 krores of rupees 


which has been uselessly spent upon the war had been devoted 
to the development of the resources of the country, the oon- 


dition of the people would have been considerably improved. 


a . * on fr 


( Gz ) 
THE NATIVE STATES. 


The Jaipur Gazette (Extraordinary) of the 21st September, 

The late Mahäraja of Publishes a brief account of the fune- 
of Jaipur. ral procession of the late Mahfraja 
of Jaipur, and refers to the nomination of Thakur Kaim 
Singh by him at the time of his death as his successor. The 
same paper, in its issue of the 22nd September, publishes a 
short account of the life of the late Mahfraja and praises 
him for his noble qualities. In the end the editor remarks :— 
“The noble Mahäraja was singular in his love of generosity: 
He was never forgetful of the interest of the people over 
whom Providence had placed him to rule. It was his con- 
stant endeavour to devise meastres and means calculated 
to promote the prosperity and well-being of his subjects. 
Allthe public institutions and improvements of the city owe 
their origin to him. In his private life he was all kindness 
to his people, In his intercourse with others, he was very 
frank and simple. He never for a moment thought it beneath 
him to mix, mingle, and talk freely with his servants and 
subjects. His Highness’s greatest pleasure was in doing 
works of public utility, and hence he gave sanction for all 
public works with unstinted hands. What more could he give 


tohis people than the inestimable boons of light and water. 


without any tax? The Hindus, as a people, have all shaved 


their heads and beards as a mark of national mourning. 


The Mahäraja will be ever remembered with feelings of deep 
regret and concern by people of all ranks, and he. has by his 


good grace left an indelible mark of attachment on the heart 


of every man which will never be effaced.” 


(The death of the Mahäraja is noticed with deep regret 
by many newspapers and is considered a national loss.) 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Mirat-ul-Hind (Lucknow) for September states that, 
although one census has already been. 


The census, Lucknow. 


taken in India, several false rumours 
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are current in Lucknow about the next census. Some ignor- 
ant persons are of opinion that the object of the Government 
is to levy recruits for service in Afghanistan. The better 
informed people should assure them that the Afghan war has: 
ended, and that even if recruits were wanted, the Government 
would not take them from among the inhabitants of Lucknow, 
who were amfit for military service. Some persons are of 
opinion that the taking of a oensus is a prelude to the intro- 
duction of a house-tax. But they are mistaken. If the Gov- 
ernment intended to introduce a house-tax, there would be no 
necessity for counting the inmates of houses. It would be 
quite sufficient to assess the value of each house. Moreover, 
there is no reason to think that any new tax will be introduced. 
On the contrary, it is expested that even the license-tax will 
be abolished next year. Sir John Strachey introduced a 
Bill in the Legislative Council for the abolition of the ootroi 
duty on grain. If the Bill were passed and the octroi 
duty abolished, the municipal committees would no doubt 
impose a house-tax or some other tax to recoup the loss. 
But the Bill has been rejected by the Council, and Sir John 
Strachey himself is going to retire from the service at the 
end of the year. The younger brother of Lord Northbrook 
has been appointed to succeed him. It will be remembered 
that Lord Northbrook made himself very popular by abolish- 
ing the odious income-tax. His brother will probably never 
introduce a new tax. 


The Mohan_Chandrika (No. 6) (Benares) publishes a com- 
The o case of Munshi In- municated article, the substance of 
which is as follows :—It is difficult to 
realize why the Hindus have raised so wild a clamour about 
the case of Munshi Indarman. They should be ashamed of this. 
The display of partiality towards the Musulmans as against 
the Hindus is the right policy. The lamb is always sacrified, 
and not the lion or the tiger. Is there any large Hindu 
kingdom over the face of the earth whose enmity the 
Government could fear? Is ‘there ‘any reason to suspect 


the issue Of a proclamation of a religious war from any 

Hindu kingdom like. Turkey? Are the Afghans Hindus, 

who could induce, the Government to adopt a conciliatory 

policy towards the Hindus of India ? Is there any reason to 

suspect that the Hindus may intrigue with the Russians? 

Did the Hindus kill Lord Mayo and Mr. Justice Norman, 

that the Government should consider them dangerous? 

Is the Nizam of Haidarabaa a Mulhar Rao that he; 

could be deposed formal administration? Is Munshi Indar- 

man a Musalman that the Government should have shown any 
consideration to him? The Hindus are bern to bear every ill. 

Their fathers.quietly bore everything, and they must also do 

50. They are born slaves. It is strange that they should 5 
think themselves to be free! They have foolishly raised a 

hue and cry. No one listens to them. They are. deserving; 

of this treatment. It will, be.remembered that the Musalmans 

cruelly murdered Imam Husain, who was a descendant of 

their Prophet, and. subjected his women to great indignity., ' 

It is not wonderful if they have dishonoured Munshi Indar- 
man. We are inclined to believe that the Magistrate punished 
him in order that he might be saved from the sharp-edged 
sword of the editor of the Jam-t-Jamshed. The Abbasides 
demolished Muhammadan mosques. The tearing up of the 
books of Indarman is nothing compared with the demolition. 
of masjids. The Hindu should rather be thankful to the 
Musalman in that: his life has been spared. | 


The Jdm-i-J 3 (Moradabad) of the 19th September Ciroulation, 
(received on the 28th idem), referring * 
to the case of Munshi Indarman, states 

that on appeal the Sessions J udge of Ae a e 
the fine from Rs, 500 to Ra. 100. 


The same. 


A correspondent of the Rakbar-i-Hind of the 28th Sep- Circulation; 
; t The alleged misconduct tember, writing from Atak, complains 425 copies, | | 
ter towents toe natives of the alleged misconduct. of some 
ws _ European soldiers towards two well-to- 
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do natives at Atak. The writer states that when the natives 
were driving a tandem near the ferry, some European soldiers 
who had some camels with them came from the opposite 
direction, The soldiers obstructed the way and harassed 
them. When they remonstrated with them, they abused 


‘them and threatened to throw them out of the carriage. 


Soon after the colonel of the regiment to which those soldiers 
belonged arrived. The natives complained to him that the 
soldiers had abused them and threatened to beat them. He 
replied that it would have been a good thing if they had 
beaten them. The natives asked for justice. On this he 
told them to “ go to hell,“ smiled, and went away. The editor 
remarks that the ili-treatment of the natives by Europeans 
is an old complaint, and the Government should adopt some 
measures to remove it. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 29th September expresses deep 
The Naini Tal cates- Tegret at the Naini Tal catastrophe 
tophe. aancd appeals to the charity of the 
natives on behalf of the widows and children of those persons 
who were killed by the landslip. 


The Lahore Gazette of the 27th September urges that as 
the next Lahore darbar is to be held 
in honour of the Afghan war, and as 

it will be the first darbar of Lord Ripon, not only the native 


chiefs of the Panjab but the other great chiefs of India should 
be invited to it. 


The Mihir-+-Nimroz of the 23rd September complains that 
the inhabitants of the villages which 
are situated on the banks of the 
Ganges have suffered heavy losses from the late floods, and 
urges that the Government should render relief to them. 


‘The Lahore darbar. 


The late floods, 
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